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Introduction
This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a QQI minor award. It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 4 QQI Certificate. 
The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained in Laois and Offaly ETB’s programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module.

The programme module is structured as follows:

	1. Title of Programme Module

	2. QQI Component Title and Code

	3. Duration in hours

	4. Credit Value of QQI Component

	5. Status

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment

a. Assessment Technique(s)

b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)

c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria


Integrated Delivery and Assessment

The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified. This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module. 
Likewise the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the learning outcomes from more than one programme module. The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 4 Communications and level 4 Mathematics modules with that of other level 4 modules is specifically encouraged. 

Structured communication and teamwork is encouraged between the teacher/tutor delivering this programme module and the language, literacy, numeracy and learning support teacher/tutor, as appropriate, to facilitate the learner in completing the programme module and achieving certification in the award.

Indicative Content
The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities. The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate. The use of examples is there to provide suggestions. The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate. The indicative content ensures all learning outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the learning outcomes are listed in Section 9. It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all learning outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module.
1. Title of Programme Module

History

2. Component Name and Code 

Historical Studies 4N3306 


3. Duration in Hours

100 hours typical learner effort, to include both directed and self-directed learning


4. Credit Value

10 Credits


5. Status
This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated programme. Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure


6. Special Requirements

None


7. Aim of the Programme Module

This programme module aims to foster an interest in and enthusiasm for learning about the past, and to equip the learner with the knowledge, skills and competencies to use and analyse historical evidence.

8. Objectives of the Programme Module
· To develop a greater understanding and appreciation of the study of history.

· To develop an awareness of the interplay and influence of political, economic and social factors on the course of history.

· To develop an understanding of the nature and use of historical evidence.

· To develop analytical, critical and historical skills such as the ability to locate and extract information from primary and secondary sources: to detect bias: to analyse evidence and to construct and present a logical argument.

· To assist the learner to develop the academic/vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to historical studies. 
· To develop a capacity for independent learning.

9. Learning Outcomes of Level 4 Historical Studies 4N3306  
Learners will be able to:
1. Outline the various elements of historical study to include political, social, cultural, economic and technological elements and the interrelationships between them

2. Outline the chronology and major events of the periods studied

3. Explain the impact of a range of general concepts to include change and continuity, cause and consequence, contrast and comparison, conflict and conciliation, power and authority and culture and civilisation

4. Place detailed study in a local, national and international context

5. Identify a range of sources for historical study 

6. Differentiate between primary and secondary sources 

7. Extract relevant information from a variety of sources

8. Carry out detailed study of issues or topics of particular personal interest

9. Recognise the influence of their own story in shaping their lives and how their own historical or cultural perspective will influence how they interpret events

10. Question historical material in a critical manner to include a differentiation of opinion and fact and a recognition of bias, inconsistencies, contradictions and valid interpretations

11. Produce conclusions from the available evidence 

12. Present findings clearly in oral, written, dramatic and/or visual form to include documenting and acknowledging all sources.
10. Indicative Content 

This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive. The programme module can be delivered through classroom based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.

Topics for study

There are no prescribed topics (eras or events) for study.  The design of the course and the selection of teaching material in the control of the teacher/tutor. However, when designing the course, the following specifications should be borne in mind:

· The learner must explore at least 2 aspects of the past, each of approximately 50 years, through periods or themes.  One of these aspects must be Irish history.

· The learner should be affording the opportunity to study some of the major national and international issues of the 19th and 20th centuries in particular but not exclusively, as well as looking in greater depth at local history and/or significant historical personalities. 

· The eras/events/issues selected for study should be of interest to the learner group and have significance for them and the present.

· While it is important for the learner to understand the immediate significance of an individual, movement or event, it is equally important they examine the wider context and factors affecting that individual, movement or event.  In other words, the causes, consequences and changes and how they impacted on the period as a whole.
· The emphasis throughout should be on acquiring historical knowledge and understanding in tandem with developing historical skills. 

· The learner is required to carry out an in-depth study of an issue or topic of particular personal interest.  This must be undertaken as project work and accounts for 70 % of the total marks.  

During the delivery of the module, the emphasis should be on developing a broad understanding and appreciation of history.  The focus required is not so much on the acquisition of facts and details, but rather the learner's capacity to analyse and explain broader developments and changes.  
Learning Outcome 1.  Identify a range of elements of historical study and show an understanding of interplay and interdependency between such elements.  

In order to achieve Learning Outcome 1, facilitate the learner to:

· Explore a range of elements, for example:

· Administration. 

· Culture. 

· Society. 

· Economy. 

· Politics. 

· Religion. 

· Science and technology.

· Develop an awareness of how the interplay between such elements ensures that historical events happen rarely in insolation.

· Present a glossary of terms explaining key historical concepts such as; democracy, socialism, nationalism, revolution, electoral reform, etc.

Learning Outcome 2.  Outline the chronology and major events of the periods studied.

In order to achieve Learning Outcome 2, facilitate the learner to:

· Explore key historical events in a chronological and sequential manner, in order to understand the causes, consequences and changes and how they impacted on the period as a whole.
· Design a timeline, as a useful exercise to track and follow the development of events and recognise the interplay between key elements.  

Learning Outcome 3.   Explain the impact of a range of general concepts to include change and continuity, cause and consequence, contrast and comparison, conflict and conciliation, power and authority and culture and civilisation. 
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 3, facilitate the learner to:

· Develop a broad understanding and appreciation of the complexity of historical concepts. 
· Distinguish clearly between cause and consequence, change and continuity, and similarity and difference, etc., by selectively applying accurate and relevant historical evidence.

Learning Outcome 4.   Place detailed study in a local, national and international context.
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 4, facilitate the learner to:

· Consider a topic for detailed historical study.

· Set the study within a local, national and international context.  This does not necessarily mean that it should be of limited geographical span but rather that it be set against other relevant contexts and historical developments.  
Learning Outcome 5.   Identify a range of sources for historical study.

In order to achieve Learning Outcome 5, facilitate the learner to:

· Identify and access at least 3 sources relevant to their historical study.

· Demonstrate an ability to understand, interpret, evaluate and use a range of sources as evidence, in their historical context.  

· Develop a good understanding of the role of evidence in the writing of history.
 Learning Outcome 6.   Differentiate between primary and secondary sources.

 Learning Outcome 7.   Extract relevant information from a variety of sources.
In order to achieve Learning Outcomes 6 & 7, facilitate the learner to:

· Indicate clearly the difference between primary and secondary sources.  

· Compare and contrast the usefulness of both primary and secondary sources in arriving at clear, reliable and logical conclusions. 

Examples of primary sources the learner may wish to use:

· Diaries.

· Correspondence.

· Photographs, posters, cartoons.

· Works of art and literature.

· Maps.

· Audio and visual recordings.

· Interviews. 

· Magazines, Newspapers.

· Published first-hand and eye witness accounts, speeches.

· Public and Government records, census, archival documents.

· Song sheets, music scores.

· Laws and legislative hearings.

Examples of secondary sources include:

· History textbooks.

· Biographies.

· Treatises, academic papers.

· Published stories.

· Movies based on historical events, TV documentaries.

Learning Outcome 8.  Carry out detailed study of issues or topics of particular personal interest.

There are no restrictions on the subject matter/topic for the detailed study. It may explore in more detail a topic already covered, or another topic of interest to the learner.

In order to achieve Learning Outcome 8, facilitate the learner to*:

· Select a topic that has a clear historical significance.

· Ensure there is a sufficient range of useful and relevant sources available.

· Choose a topic with a narrow focus to allow for in depth study but at the same time ensure the topic is of historical significance.

· Understand the concept of plagiarism and how to avoid it.

· Develop the skills of note-taking, paraphrasing, referencing, etc.

*See page 10 for additional suggestions on approaching and planning the historical study.
Learning Outcome 9.   Recognise the influence of their own story in shaping their lives and how their own historical or cultural perspective will influence how they interpret events.

In order to achieve Learning Outcome 9, facilitate the learner to:

· Call on their personal experiences and narratives to show an understanding of individuals and societies in the past. 
· Recognise the importance of endeavouring to establish the motives, emotions, intentions and beliefs of people within their historical context.

Learning Outcome 10.   Question historical material in a critical manner to include a differentiation of opinion and fact and a recognition of bias, inconsistencies, contradictions and valid interpretations.

Learning Outcome 11.   Produce conclusions from the available evidence.

In order to achieve Learning Outcomes 10 & 11, facilitate the learner to:

· Analyse the reliability of the sources used in their study, particularly in terms of authorship, credibility of the author, and the authenticity or corruption of the text.  
· Consider issues should as propaganda, state ownership of media, intended audience, etc. 

· Identify the limitations of their sources.

· Draw conclusions from the available evidence, and understand that it is acceptable for their conclusions to be contradictory and inconclusive.

Learning Outcome 12.   Present findings clearly in oral, written, dramatic and/or visual form to include documenting and acknowledging all sources.
In order to achieve Learning Outcome12, facilitate the learner to:

· Present and communicate findings in a clear and coherent manner.

· Use appropriate historical terminology. 

· Avoid the use of subjective language.

· Pay due care to punctuation and spelling.

· Document and acknowledge all sources consulted.

· Use a recognised referencing system (Oxford or Harvard).

· Reference all footnotes/endnotes.

· Reference all internet sources appropriately.

· Compile a bibliography. 

Additional suggestions for Learning Outcome 8

*Teachers/tutors may find the following suggestions helpful.

Preparation: choice of topic and considerations:
· Organise local library visit and a possible trip to the National Library and National Archives.

· Explain what plagiarism is and introduce learners to the skills of note-taking, paraphrasing, referencing, etc.

· Present a glossary of terms explaining key historical concepts such as democracy, socialism, nationalism, revolution, electoral reform, etc.

· Ensure the study is not focused directly on a topic covered in the course.

· Encourage students to choose a topic with a narrow focus to allow for an in depth study but at the same time ensure the topic has historical significance.

· Ensure wide availability and easy access to relevant sources before substantive research begins.

· Make sure the subject is interesting to the learner.

· Try to find connection between preferred subject and local area where possible

· Timetable some class time in ICT rooms and library where possible.

Sources:
· Build up school library with relevant sources and bookmark useful websites on computers.

· Provide a range of language and age-appropriate sources suitable for varying levels and types of learners. 

· Access local sources and link in with local historians, historical societies, etc.

· Compile as wide a range of source material as possible, including newspapers, web articles, letters, documentaries, visuals, etc.

· Try to find contrasting sources that show different perspectives.

· Ensure sources are easily accessible and not overly obscure.

Process:
· Set clear deadlines for the project. 

· Impose mini-deadlines for varying stages of work.

· Encourage learners to work to clearly defined headings.

· Assist learners to devise a research plan that indicates clear aims, objectives and timeframes at the beginning of the research process.

· Specify stages/dates for learners to submit drafts.

· Ensure all work includes a detailed bibliography and all material is referenced appropriately.

The following suggestions and guidelines may be useful for the learner: 

· In general, the learner should conduct an evidence-led investigation that poses a valid historical question and allows the learner answer that question by means of an evaluative or causal argument.  Therefore, the project title should include the following or similar statements:

· How significant was…?

· What was the cause/impact of …?

· What importance can we attach to…?

When advising the learner on the suitability of their topic, the teacher should bear in mind the following broad assessment questions (see pages 13 & 16 for precise assessment criteria).

· Is the research question historical significant?

· Is the argument compelling and effective?

· Is the analysis supported by suitable information and source materials?

· Is there correct and appropriate referencing of source materials?

· Is the writing/presentation clear and coherent?
It may be helpful to the learner to consider the following questions when selecting a topic for study and/or reviewing their work:

· Is my study already part of the history course? 

· Is my study about an topic, person or event important locally, nationally or                internationally?

· Can I easily find a range of useful source materials/resources?

· Does my study revolve around a clear research question/s?

· Will these questions allow me draw conclusions about the impact or significance of the topic, individual or event?

· Have I listed four or five key points that address my research questions?

· Have I listed at least three useful sources of evidence for analysis and evaluation?

· Have I referenced my sources correctly?

· Have I presented my work in a clear and coherent manner?

· How many words in my study/how long is my presentation?

11. Assessment
11a. Assessment Techniques

Assignment
30%

Project

70%

11b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all learning outcomes from the component specification; each learning outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s). This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.
	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1. Outline the various elements of historical study to include political, social, cultural, economic and technological elements and the interrelationships between them.
	Assignment

	2. Outline the chronology and major events of the periods studied.
	Assignment

	3. Explain the impact of a range of general concepts to include change and continuity, cause and consequence, contrast and comparison, conflict and conciliation, power and authority and culture and civilisation.
	Assignment

	4. Place detailed study in a local, national and international context.
	Project and Assignment

	5. Identify a range of sources for historical study.
	Project


	6. Differentiate between primary and secondary sources.
	Project


	7. Extract relevant information from a variety of sources.
	Project


	8. Carry out detailed study of issues or topics of particular personal interest.
	Project


	9. Recognise the influence of their own story in shaping their lives and how their own historical or cultural perspective will influence how they interpret events.
	Project

	10. Question historical material in a critical manner to include a differentiation of opinion and fact and a recognition of bias, inconsistencies, contradictions and valid interpretations.
	Project

	11. Produce conclusions from the available evidence.
	Project and Assignment

	12. Present findings clearly in oral, written, dramatic and/or visual form to include documenting and acknowledging all sources.
	Project and Assignment


11c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes for the Project and Assignment.  In devising the assessment briefs, care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the learning outcomes. Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.

	Assignment
	30%

	Duration 3 – 5 weeks

	
The learner will complete an assignment demonstrating achievement of Learning Outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4, 11 & 12.  
Assignments should be 600 to 800 words in length.  
The assignment should allow the learner the opportunity to:

•   Identify and show understanding of events, people or topics set within an historical context.

•   Describe, explain and interpret the above, placing particular emphasis on cause and consequences.
•   Select, organise and present materials and information clearly and logically using appropriate vocabulary and terminology.

Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these, where appropriate. Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.
All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an Assessment Brief.




	Project
	70%

	Duration  8 – 12 weeks

	
The learner will complete a project that demonstrates achievement of Learning Outcomes 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 & 12.   
Individual written projects should be between 1,200 and 1,600 words in length.  Oral/dramatic presentations, etc., should be no less than 15 minutes.  Group projects should reflect individual assessment parameters, all individual contributions must be indicated clearly.  
Non -written projects may take a variety of forms, for example, dramatic presentations, museum exhibit of artefacts, artwork, or photographs; musical performances, producing a video or CD ROM; conducting oral interviews or debates.  All non-written projects must be accompanied by supporting evidence (e.g., video or audio recordings; photographs; CD’s, etc.)  In addition, all non-written projects must be accompanied by a written support paper of at least 600 words.  The support paper may vary according to the nature of the project, but must include learner’s critical reflection on the activity and the research process, a literature review and a correctly formatted bibliography of sources cited.
The project should include:
· Clear identification of the topic/event/person to be researched.

· Aims and objectives relevant to the project title.

· Detailed project plan, with clear indication of sources to be consulted.
· Evidence of having obtained and selected information from a variety of sources.

· Exploration and discussion of key issues.

· Understanding of historical context.

· Clear presentation of findings, conclusions and acknowledgment of sources.
Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these. Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.
All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an Assessment Brief.




12. Grading

Distinction: 
80% - 100% 

Merit:

65% - 79%

Pass: 

50% - 64%

Unsuccessful:
0%   - 49%

At levels 4, 5 and 6 major and minor awards will be graded. The grade achieved for the major award will be determined by the grades achieved in the minor awards.

	Historical Studies 4N3306
	Learner Marking Sheet Assignment 30%


Learner’s Name: ________________________________

	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	· Well-structured descriptions and comprehensive explanations of events, people, issues and changes.
	10
	

	· Critical causes and consequences.
	10
	

	· Good awareness of wider historical context.
	5
	

	· Clear presentation of information in a suitable academic format with appropriate acknowledgement of sources.
	5
	

	Total Mark
	30
	


NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet
External Authenticator’s Signature: 
_________________________

Date: ______________

	Historical Studies 4N3306
	Learner Marking Sheet Project 70%


Learner’s Name: ________________________________

	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	· Extensive research carried out.
	15
	

	· Key issues identified and explored. 
	15
	

	· Comprehensive understanding of the broader historical context of research findings.
	10
	

	· Issues examined objectively with use of impersonal and relevant language.
	5
	

	· Clear presentation of key findings/argument. 
	15
	

	· Correct acknowledgment of references and primary and secondary sources of evidence.
	5
	

	· Good academic research, layout and presentation.
	5
	

	Total Mark
	70
	


NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet
External Authenticator’s Signature: 
_________________________
    Date: ______________
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